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Healthy Landscapes, Healthy Lakes 
 
 
 
GOAL 
    To reduce inputs of pesticides, nutrients, 
and other pollutants into the Great Lakes 
basin by promoting and implementing 
sustainable lawn and landscape practices 
at the community and household levels. 
     
The Facts 
 
Americans Use  
3 to 6 Million Tons  
of Fertilizer on their 
Lawns Each Year 
70 Million Pounds 

The 
Problems 
 
Water Quality 
Human Health 
Pets & Wildlife 
Our Work 
 
Strategic Approach 
• Clearly defines the link between individual behavior 
and lake and watershed water quality; 
• Uses existing, off the shelf, proven outreach and 
education strategies developed locally;  
• Is community based, and relies on partnerships for 
sustainable effort beyond the project scope;  
• Leverages outreach effort by focusing on key 
target audiences, including Master Gardener and 
Master Naturalists who will multiply the investment 
made by Sea Grant/EPA;  
• Is outcome oriented – measurably reducing inputs 
and changing behavior. 
 
  
• Professionals & 
municipalities 
• Train the trainer 
• Master Gardener 
• Teachers 
• Schools 
• Homeowners 
• Pilot Grounds Care 
Program 
• Retailers 
Target Audiences 
 
Professionals & 
Municipalities 
 
Train-the-Trainer 
 
Demonstration 
Sites 
• Conduct Spring and 
Fall soil tests. 
• Mow lawn 3-4” in 
height. 
• Leave lawn clippings 
on the lawn. 
• Do not compact soils 
by driving heavy 
machinery or vehicles 
on lawn.  Aerate if 
necessary. 
• Utilize natural, 
sustainable 
alternatives to address 
pest and disease 
issues as they arise.  
 
Retailers 
Web Presence 
Website Twitter & Facebook 
Blog Posts Interactive Tools 
Estimated Environmental 
Impacts 
 • National average lawn size of 0.20 acres  
• 5% reduction due to households who stop using weed and feed 
products completely and 50% reduction for households who 
continue to use weed and feed but at a lower rate. 
• Estimated annual loadings reductions: 
• Calculations assume average pesticide content of 0.8%, so 
the actual pesticide/ application rate (at the minimum 140 
lbs/acre single application rate for the weed and feed)  is 1.12 
lbs of pesticide/acre/application. 
• P₂O₅ (Phosphate) use reduction estimates based on P₂O₅ in a 
typical weed and feed product at 5% P₂O₅, that comes out to 
15 lbs. P₂O₅/per acre for two applications yearly. 
 
Outreach 
Metric 
Direct 
Audience 
Impact 
Residents 
Reached 
Lawn 
Acres 
Impacted 
Estimated Loadings 
Reduction 
Landscape 
Professionals 
& 
Municipalities 
 
5 
workshops 330 87,450 17,490 
Weed & Feed Reduction: 
2,361,150 lbs/yr 
Associated Pesticide Reduction: 
17,709 lbs/yr 
Associated Phosphate Reduction: 
118,058 lbs/yr 
Program Goal: Landscape Professionals & Municipalities 
Major 
Milestone 
Estimated 
Date 
Revised 
Date 
Percent 
Complete Work Accomplished 
1 Workshop 
(IL) Sept. 2010 Nov. 2010 100% 
Direct Audience: 88 attendees 
Residents Reached: 22,525 residents 
Lawn Acres Impacted: 4,505 acres 
Estimated Loading Reductions 
Weed & Feed: 608,175 lbs/yr 
Associated Pesticide Reduction: 4,561.31 lbs/yr 
Associated Phosphate Reduction: 30,408.75 lbs/yr 
Progress: Landscape Professionals & Municipalities 
Program Progress 
• Direct Audience Reached: 200 
• Master Gardeners Reached: 131 
• Teachers Reached: 20 
• Residents Reached: 57,651 
• Lawn Acres Impacted: 17,527 acres 
• Weed & Feed Use Reduction: 1,609,983 lbs/yr 
• Associated Pesticide Reduction: 120,073.31 lbs/yr 
• Associated Phosphate Reduction: 80,484.75 lbs/yr 

